ABOUT THE
PHILANTHROPY
ROUNDTABLE
The Philanthropy Roundtable is America’s leading network of charitable
donors working to strengthen our free society, uphold donor intent, and
protect the freedom to give. Our members include individual philan‑
thropists, families, corporations, and private foundations.

Mission
The Philanthropy Roundtable’s mission is to foster excellence in philan‑
thropy, to protect philanthropic freedom, to assist donors in achieving
their philanthropic intent, and to help donors advance liberty, opportu‑
nity, and personal responsibility in America and abroad.
Principles
•Philanthropic freedom is essential to a free society.
• A vibrant private sector generates the wealth that makes
philanthropy possible.
• Voluntary private action offers solutions to many of society’s most
pressing challenges.
• Excellence in philanthropy is measured by results, not by
good intentions.
• A respect for donor intent is essential to long‑term
philanthropic success.
Services
World‑class conferences
The Philanthropy Roundtable connects you with other savvy donors.
Held across the nation throughout the year, our meetings assemble grant‑
makers and experts to develop strategies for excellent local, state, and
national giving. You will hear from innovators in K-12 education, eco‑
nomic opportunity, higher education, national security, and other fields.
Our Annual Meeting is the Roundtable’s flagship event, gathering the
nation’s most public‐spirited and influential philanthropists for debates,
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how‐to sessions, and discussions on the best ways for private individuals
to achieve powerful results through their giving. The Annual Meeting is
a stimulating and enjoyable way to meet principled donors seeking the
breakthroughs that can solve our nation’s greatest challenges.
Breakthrough groups
Our Breakthrough groups—focused program areas—build a critical
mass of donors around a topic where dramatic results are within reach.
Breakthrough groups become a springboard to help donors achieve last‑
ing effects from their philanthropy. Our specialized staff of experts helps
grantmakers invest with care in areas like anti-poverty work, philan‑
thropy for veterans, and family reinforcement. The Roundtable’s K-12
education program is our largest and longest‐running Breakthrough
group. This network helps donors zero in on today’s most promising
school reforms. We are the industry‐leading convener for philanthro‑
pists seeking systemic improvements through competition and paren‑
tal choice, administrative freedom and accountability, student‐centered
technology, enhanced teaching and school leadership, and high standards
and expectations for students of all backgrounds. We foster productive
collaboration among donors of varied ideological perspectives who are
united by a devotion to educational excellence.
A powerful voice
The Roundtable’s public‐policy project, the Alliance for Charitable
Reform (ACR), works to advance the principles and preserve the rights
of private giving. ACR educates legislators and policymakers about the
central role of charitable giving in American life and the crucial impor‑
tance of protecting philanthropic freedom—the ability of individuals
and private organizations to determine how and where to direct their
charitable assets. Active in Washington, D.C., and in the states, ACR pro‑
tects charitable giving, defends the diversity of charitable causes, and bat‑
tles intrusive government regulation. We believe the capacity of private
initiative to address national problems must not be burdened with costly
or crippling constraints.
Protection of donor interests
The Philanthropy Roundtable is the leading force in American philan‑
thropy to protect donor intent. Generous givers want assurance that their
money will be used for the specific charitable aims and purposes they
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believe in, not redirected to some other agenda. Unfortunately, donor
intent is usually violated in increments, as foundation staff and trustees
neglect or misconstrue the founder’s values and drift into other purposes.
Through education, practical guidance, legislative action, and individual
consultation. The Philanthropy Roundtable is active in guarding donor
intent. We are happy to advise you on steps you can take to ensure that
your mission and goals are protected.
Must‑read publications
Philanthropy, the Roundtable’s quarterly magazine, is packed with use‑
ful and beautifully written real‐life stories. It offers practical examples,
inspiration, detailed information, history, and clear guidance on the
differences between giving that is great and giving that disappoints.
We also publish a series of guidebooks that provide detailed informa‑
tion on the very best ways to be effective in particular aspects of philan‑
thropy. These guidebooks are compact, brisk, and readable. Most focus
on one particular area of giving—for instance, how to improve teaching,
charter-school expansion, support for veterans, programs that get the
poor into jobs, how to invest in public policy, and other topics of interest
to grantmakers. Real‐life examples, hard numbers, first-hand experienc‑
es of other donors, recent history, and policy guidance are presented to
inform and inspire thoughtful donors.
The Roundtable’s Almanac of American Philanthropy is the definitive
reference book on private giving in our country. It profiles America’s
greatest givers (historic and current), describes the 1,000 most con‑
sequential philanthropic achievements since our founding, and com‑
piles comprehensive statistics on the field. Our Almanac summarizes the
major books, key articles, and most potent ideas animating U.S. philan‑
thropy. It includes a 23-page timeline, national poll, legal analysis, and
other crucial—and fascinating—finger-tip facts on this vital piece of
American culture.

Join the Roundtable!
When working with The Philanthropy Roundtable, members are
better equipped to achieve long‐lasting success with their charitable
giving. Your membership in the Roundtable will make you part of
a potent network that understands philanthropy and strengthens our
free society. Philanthropy Roundtable members range from Forbes 400
individual givers and the largest American foundations to small family
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foundations and donors just beginning their charitable careers. Our
members include:
• Individuals and families
• Private foundations
• Community foundations
• Venture philanthropists
• Corporate giving programs
• Large operating foundations and charities that devote more than
half of their budget to external grants
Philanthropists who contribute at least $100,000 annually to char‑
itable causes are eligible to become members of the Roundtable and
register for most of our programs. Roundtable events provide you with a
solicitation‑free environment.
For more information on The Philanthropy Roundtable or to learn
about our individual program areas, please call (202) 822‑8333 or e‑mail
main@PhilanthropyRoundtable.org.
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